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taro in 1867 and put him to death. Thereafter he re-
mained in power until his death, which occurred five
years later. To secure his position, he had to employ
considerable severity and he was unable to put
down the civil wars which were constantly breaking
out between the opposing parties, the United States
and the freemasons. His successor met with no better
fortune.
It was not until the year 1877 that Mexico reached a
period of relative prosperity under the rule of its most
famous and its only beneficent dictator. Porfirio Diaz
had borne arms against the United States and had at-
tained the rank of general. When, at the age of forty-
seven, he was elected President of the Republic, there
was not a piastre in the State Treasury. By the time he
had completed three years of office, Porfirio had reor-
ganized the civil service, established friendly relations
with the foreign powers, built railways, introduced the
telegraph and constructed roads. This was all very fine,
and his successor, General Gonsalez, fired with the fever
of emulation embarked on a policy of public works on
such a scale that it soon brought Mexico to ruin. In
1884.5 Porfirio Diaz was hastily recalled to power. He
at once proceeded to subject the financial laws and
methods to a strict revision, raised a loan, introduced
cuts into the salaries of public servants and reduced the
subsidies paid to the railways. Meantime he pursued
his public works scheme. As a result of his prudence it
was soon found possible progressively to restore the cuts
that had been necessitated by the crisis, and Mexico was
at last enabled to enjoy a period of genuine prosperity.
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